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TECHNICAL REPORT: 

RECOMMENDATION 

REFUSE 

PROPOSED QUARRYING OPERATIONS AT HORN CRAG QUARRY, SILSDEN 
APPLICANT: BALFOUR BEATTY CONSTRUCTION 

Members may recall that they la.st considered the matter of quarcying operations 

at this sitd on 14th May, 1986, when they refused planning permission on the 

application then before them •. . 
I ; 

A further application ha.s now been submitted which essentially only differs from 

the earlier one in that the amount of stone to be taken out amounts to some 50% 

of the previous proposal. The amount of traffic generated by the development is 

correspondingly reduced. 

Horn Crag Quarry is situated approximately 1 mile to the north-east of Silsden 

Village, and liea just below the west facing slope of Ilkley Moor. The Moor 

as a whole rises to some 1,300 ft. a.s.l. and the application site is set against 

the main massif at approximately 780 ft. a.s.l. At that height grazing land has 

become established and the quarry is prominent from the south and west. Despite 

the above, the whole curtilage of the site (17 ac:rea) comprises an isolated trapt 

of rough grass and heather, and this gives it a semi-moorland character. 

ACCESS 

The site is s(rved principally by a minor road lmown as Fishbeck Lane which links 

the A6034 Silsden-Addingh'3Jll road at a point some 400 yards to ·the north-west with 

Brownbank Lane, an unclassified road to the south-east. Fishbeck Lane itself is 

a¼ mile long metalled single track gated road varying in width between·8'9" and 

10 1 5"; approximately half that length is unfenced. The quarry itself is approached 

via a rough track some 10' wide. 
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